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Prayer to Care for Our  
Common Home

Father of all, 
Creator and ruler of the universe,
You entrusted your world to us as a gift.
Help us to care for it and all people,
that we may live in right relationship—
   with You,
   with ourselves,
   with one another,
   and with creation.

Christ our Lord,
both divine and human,
You lived among us and died for our sins.
Help us to imitate your love for the human family
by recognizing that we are all connected—
   to our brothers and sisters around the world,
   to those in poverty impacted by environmental devastation,
   and to future generations.

Holy Spirit,
giver of wisdom and love,
You breathe life in us and guide us.
Help us to live according to your vision, 
stirring to action the hearts of all—
   individuals and families,
   communities of faith,
   and civil and political leaders.

Triune God, help us to hear the cry of those in poverty, and 
the cry of the earth, so that we may together care for our 
common home.

Amen.

This prayer from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is based on Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’: 
On Care for Our Common Home and was originally published on USCCB.org.
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RECURSO DE 
ORACIÓN

Oración para Cuidar de 
Nuestra Casa Común 

Padre de todos,
creador y gobernante del universo,
nos confiaste tu mundo a nosotros como un don.
Ayúdanos a cuidar de él y de todas las personas,
para que vivamos en relación correcta:
    contigo,
    con nosotros mismos,
    entre nosotros,
    y con la creación.

Cristo nuestro Señor,
tanto divino como humano,
viviste entre nosotros y moriste por nuestros pecados.
Ayúdanos a imitar tu amor por la familia humana
reconociendo que todos estamos conectados,
    a nuestros hermanos y hermanas de todo el mundo,
    a los que viven en pobreza impactados por la devastación ambiental,
    y a las generaciones futuras.

Espíritu Santo,
dador de sabiduría y de amor,
infundes vida en nosotros y nos guías.
Ayúdanos a vivir de acuerdo a tu visión,
moviendo a la acción los corazones de todos,
    individuos y familias,
    comunidades de fe,
    y líderes civiles y políticos.

Dios Uno y Trino, ayúdanos a escuchar el clamor de los que viven en 
pobreza, y el clamor de la tierra, para que juntos cuidemos de nuestra 
casa común.

Amén.

Esta oración por la Conferencia de los Obispos Católicos de los Estados Unidos se basa en Laudato Si’: Sobre el Cuidado de la 
Casa Común (Papa Francisco, 2015) y fue publicado originalmente en USCCB.org.
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Fourth Sunday in Easter

Sunday, April 22, 2018

In Laudato Si’, Pope Francis brings attention to 
our “throwaway culture,” which “quickly reduces 
things to rubbish” (no. 22). In your daily life, try 
to identify the ways in which you can choose 
reusables, rather than disposables, such as coffee 
mugs, reusable bags, or cloth napkins, and commit 
to making one change during this month.

Before and after meals, say a short prayer of 
thanksgiving for the lifegiving food that sustains 
and nourishes us. Briefly consider how all 
nourishment ultimately comes from the earth, 
and give thanks for all the human hands that 
helped bring this food to your table. May we 
recognize, as Laudato Si’ has taught us, that this 
“moment of blessing, however brief, reminds us 
of our dependence on God for life” (no. 227).

“The climate is a common good, 
belonging to all and meant for all. 
At the global level, it is a complex 
system linked to many of the essential 
conditions for human life.”  
 
(Laudato Si’, no. 23)

Prayer for the Care for Our 
Common Home

Father of all, 
Creator and ruler of the universe,
You entrusted your world to us as a gift.
Help us to care for it and all people,
that we may live in right relationship-- 
   with You,
   with ourselves,
   with one another,
   and with creation.

Christ our Lord,
both divine and human,
You lived among us and died for our sins.
Help us to imitate your love for the human family
by recognizing that we are all connected—
   to our brothers and sisters around the world,
    .to those in poverty impacted by environmental 

devastation,
   and to future generations.

Holy Spirit,
giver of wisdom and love,
You breathe life in us and guide us.
Help us to live according to your vision, 
stirring to action the hearts of all—
   individuals and families,
   communities of faith,
   and civil and political leaders.

Triune God, help us to hear the cry of those in 
poverty, and the cry of the earth, so that we may 
together care for our common home.

Amen.

Happy Earth Day! 

Happy Earth Day! section is taken from the Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development’s bulletin insert, The Season of Creation, Sept. 1–Oct. 4, 2017 
issue. Available online at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/WDPCC-Bulletin-Insert.pdf.
This prayer from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops is based on Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home and is also available in 
Spanish on the USCCB at https://bit.ly/2pLbgDe.
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Caring for Creation  
in Our Daily Lives

 “Laudato Si’, mi’ Signore—”–“Praise be to you, my Lord.” These are the words that open Pope Francis’s encyclical on ecology 
and care for God’s creation. These words, quoting St. Francis of Assisi’s beautiful canticle, remind us that our common home 
is like a sister with whom we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us.

LIVING THE
FAITH

Quotes and Reflection Questions
 
“The universe as a whole, in all its manifold 
relationships, shows forth the inexhaustible riches 
of God.” (Laudato Si’, no. 86)

What does nature teach us about the Creator? 
Has your own experience of the created world 
helped you to pray or communicate with God?

“I urgently appeal . . . for a new dialogue about how 
we are shaping the future of our planet. We need 
a conversation which includes everyone, since the 
environmental challenge we are undergoing, and 
its human roots, concern and affect us all.” (no. 14)

Pope Francis calls for dialogue that includes 
“everyone.” Who should be included in the 
conversation who may currently not be? With 
whom are Catholics called to dialogue about the 
future of our common home?

“Everything is connected. Concern for the environment 
thus needs to be joined to a sincere love for our fellow 
human beings and an unwavering commitment to 
resolving the problems of society.” (no. 91)

Integral ecology links care for people and care 
for God’s creation. How is our concern for our 
fellow human beings connected to our concern 
for the environment?

“Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes 
of lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to 
combat this warming or at least the human causes 
which produce or aggravate it.” (no. 23)
 
What changes can we make to our lifestyles, 
production and consumption to better care for 
one another and creation?
 

How You Can Respond 

Each of us are called to take concrete steps—from 
reducing consumption to working for political 
change—to better care for creation. 

1. Become more aware of our connectedness. 
Care for one another and creation includes 
understanding that “everything is connected” (no. 
91) and that the economy, politics, community 
involvement, and technology all affect the future 
of the planet and humankind. How can we become 
more aware of our connectedness? 

2. Changes to lifestyle and consumption habits 
can make a big difference. For example, get a 
re-usable water bottle, take shorter showers, 
walk, bike or take public transportation instead 
of driving, recycle, compost food waste, and buy 
energy efficient appliances. 

3. Make changes institutionally at your parish, 
school, or workplace. For example, start recycling 
and composting, use washable dinnerware in 
cafeterias, share electronically instead of printing, 
do an energy audit, and install solar panels. 

4. Support local efforts to solve environmental 
problems. Community groups around the country 
are working to make city, county, and state-wide 
changes that can make a big difference. Find out 
what is going on locally and get involved. 

5. Contact your members of Congress to share 
Pope Francis’s message and urge action to 
address climate change. 

This resource was created for myUSCCB, using discussion guides and bulletin inserts from the Department of Justice, Peace and Human Development at the USCCB.  

Introductory paragraph and How You Can Respond section, excerpted from USCCB–JPHD bulletin insert on Laudato’ Si’ (Washington, DC: USCCB–JPHD, 2015). http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/Laudato-Si-Bulletin-Insert.pdf.

Quotes and Discussion Questions, taken from “Laudato Si’, On Care for Our Common Home: Discussion Guide” (Washington, DC: USCCB–JPHD, 2015) 7, 8, 10. http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/laudato-si-discussion-guide.pdf.

Copyright © 2015, 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All rights reserved. Quotes from Pope Francis, copyright © 2015, 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV), Vatican City. All rights reserved.
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Cuidando de la creación 
en nuestra vida diaria

“Laudato si’, mi’ Signore”—“Alabado seas, mi Señor”. Estas son las palabras que abren la encíclica del papa Francisco sobre la ecología 
y el cuidado de la creación de Dios. Estas palabras, que citan el hermoso cántico de san Francisco de Asís, nos recuerdan que nuestra 
casa común es como una hermana con quien compartimos nuestra vida y una hermosa madre que abre sus brazos para acogernos.

VIVIENDO
LA FE

Citas y preguntas para discusión  
 
“El conjunto del universo, con sus múltiples relaciones, 
muestra mejor la inagotable riqueza de Dios” (Laudato 
Si’, no. 86).

¿Qué nos enseña la naturaleza sobre el Creador? ¿Te 
ha ayudado tu propia experiencia del mundo creado 
a rezar o comunicarte con Dios?

“Hago una invitación urgente a un nuevo diálogo sobre el 
modo como estamos construyendo el futuro del planeta. 
Necesitamos una conversación que nos una a todos, 
porque el desafío ambiental que vivimos, y sus raíces 
humanas, nos interesan y nos impactan a todos” (no. 14).

El papa Francisco pide un diálogo que incluya “a 
todos.” ¿Quiénes que pueden no estarlo actualmente 
deben ser incluidos en la conversación? ¿Con quiénes 
están los católicos llamados al diálogo sobre el futuro 
de nuestra casa común?

“Todo está conectado. Por eso se requiere una 
preocupación por el ambiente unida al amor sincero 
hacia los seres humanos y a un constante compromiso 
ante los problemas de la sociedad” (no. 91).

La ecología integral vincula el cuidado de las personas 
y el cuidado de la creación de Dios. ¿Cómo se conecta 
nuestra preocupación por nuestros semejantes con 
nuestra preocupación por el medio ambiente?

“La humanidad está llamada a tomar conciencia de 
la necesidad de realizar cambios de estilos de vida, 
de producción y de consumo, para combatir este 
calentamiento o, al menos, las causas humanas que lo 
producen o acentúan” (no. 23).

¿Qué cambios podemos hacer en nuestro estilo de 
vida, producción y consumo para cuidar mejor unos 
de otros y de la creación?

Cómo puedes responder

Cada uno de nosotros está llamado a dar pasos 
concretos —desde reducir el consumo hasta trabajar 
por el cambio político— para cuidar mejor de la 
creación. He aquí algunas ideas. 

1. Cobra mayor conciencia de nuestra conexión. El 
cuidado mutuo y de la creación incluye la comprensión 
de que “todo está conectado” (no. 91) y que la 
economía, la política, la participación de la comunidad 
y la tecnología afectan, en conjunto, el futuro del 
planeta y de la humanidad. ¿Cómo podemos hacernos 
más conscientes de nuestra conexión? 

2. Los cambios en el estilo de vida y los hábitos de 
consumo pueden constituir una gran diferencia. Por 
ejemplo, conseguir una botella de agua reutilizable; 
tomar duchas más cortas; caminar, desplazarse en 
bicicleta o transporte público en lugar de conducir; 
reciclar; compostar restos de alimentos; y comprar 
electrodomésticos eficientes. 

3. Haz cambios a nivel institucional en tu parroquia, 
escuela o lugar de trabajo. Por ejemplo, implementar 
reciclaje y compostaje, utilizar vajilla lavable en las 
cafeterías, compartir electrónicamente en lugar de 
imprimir, hacer una auditoría energética, e instalar 
paneles solares. 

4. Apoya esfuerzos locales para resolver problemas 
ambientales. En todo el país, grupos comunitarios 
están trabajando para hacer cambios en su ciudad, 
condado y estado que pueden constituir una gran 
diferencia. Averigua lo que está pasando a nivel 
local y participa. 

5. Ponte en contacto con tus congresistas para 
compartir el mensaje del papa Francisco y urgir a la 
acción para abordar el cambio climático. 

 

Este recurso fue creado para myUSCCB, utilizando guías para discusión e insertos de boletines del Departamento de Justicia, Paz y Desarrollo Humano de la USCCB.

Párrafo introductorio y la sección “Cómo puedes responder” son extractos del boletín del USCCB–JPHD en Laudato’ Si’ (Washington, DC: USCCB–JPHD, 2015). http://www.
usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/laudato-si-bulletin-insert-spanish.pdf.

“Citas y preguntas para discusión”, ha sido tomado de “Laudato Si’, Sobre el cuidado de la casa común: Guía de discusión” (Washington, DC: USCCB–JPHD, 2015) 6, 7, 9. 
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/laudato-si-discussion-guide-spanish.pdf.

Copyright © 2015, 2018, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. Todos los derechos reservados. Las citas del papa Francisco, copyright © 
2015, Libreria Editrice Vaticana (LEV), Cuidad del Vaticano. Todos los derechos reservados.
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Root Causes of Migration
Migrants and refugees are not pawns on the chessboard of humanity. They are children, women and men who leave 
or who are forced to leave their homes for various reasons, who share a legitimate desire for knowing and having, but 
above all for being more.

-Pope Francis, World Day of Migrants and Refugees (2014)

Safety Factors

Safety factors can cause danger to individuals, prompting them to migrate. Persecution and discrimination based on 
nationality, race, religion, political beliefs, or membership status in a particular social group2 will prompt people to 
move large distances in search of a safer living location where they can have freedom over their lives. Danger can be 
imposed upon individuals by something formal, like war3,  or informal, such as widespread gang activity. In 2016, the 
Northern Triangle, composed of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador, was named one of the most violent regions 
in the world. All three Northern Triangle countries record thousands of crimes by local and international gangs and 
armed criminal groups, and most crimes are met with impunity. It is estimated that 10% of the Northern Triangle’s 
population has already left, and it is likely that many more will flee in part due to extreme violence.4

Economic Factors

Economic migration, whether permanent or seasonal, is a commonly cited reason for migration. In general, it is 
believed that in economic migration people move from poorer developing areas into richer areas where wages are 
higher and more jobs are available5. It is also common for people from rural areas to move to more competitive 
urban areas in order to find more opportunities. 

In an examination of root causes that drive people to migrate it is helpful to fully understand global migration. A 
root cause  is the fundamental reason for the occurrence of an event, in this case, migration. Often, in the migration 
context, there are both push and pull factors with push factors being reasons why people would want to leave their 
home country and pull factors being reasons why people would want to come to a new country. In migration, push 
and pull factors can be economic, environmental, social and political. They include some of the following:



Mexican migration6 into the United States portrays the 
importance of both push and pull factors in economic 
migration. All throughout the 20th century, seasonal 
Mexican laborers have crossed the border in search 
of work in the American agricultural industry, as the 
economic state of Mexico did not match the level of 
economic prosperity found in America. In the 21st 
century however, Mexican migration has slowed down 
significantly, and after the American recession of 2009, 
economic migration from Mexico to the United States 
began to decline. Studies show that Mexican household 
economies have improved due to factors like increases in 
access to education. As Mexico’s financial state improved 
and the United States temporarily struggled, both 
push and pull factors eroded, causing the dwindling of 
migration. 

Environmental Factors

Migration caused by environmental factors is increasingly 
involuntary. Environmental factors cause displacement, or 
the forced movement of people by social or environmen-
tal factors.7 Crop failure for example, often results in both 
food scarcity and a drop in agricultural jobs, prompting 
people to move to a place with better job opportunities 
and climate.8 Pollution of water, air and soil in both urban 
and rural settings can also create a serious health risk to 
locals, forcing them to look for a better life for themselves 
and their children.9

Devastating natural disasters such as tsunamis, hurricanes 
and earthquakes are environmental factors that the news 
most often cover. In January 2010 for example, a deadly 
earthquake hit Haiti10, claiming the lives of over 90,000 
people, and displacing over 1.5 million others. Despite 
humanitarian aid, many suffered from disease and a lack 
of proper shelter and basic supplies. Likewise, recent 
studies cite global warming as a cause for the increase in 
violent conflict around the world. The recent example of 
the Syrian drought11 from 2006 to 2011 was catastrophic, 
causing many families to lose their farms and move 
into big cities. The drought also increased food prices, 
facilitating poverty. Although global warming did not 
create the conflict we are witnessing today, environmental 
factors are important in human migration. 

Social Factors

Social factors motivating migration grow from the human 
needs and desires to achieve a better quality of life. 
Migrants often move to ensure better opportunities for 
themselves or their family, like sending their child to 
a better, safer school or finding a job that would have 
not only a sufficient salary, but also important benefits 
and career growth prospects. In terms of education, the 
United States graduate programs have been a particularly 
strong attraction for young, talented individuals around 
the world.12 Individuals can also migrate in search of ser-
vices, such as life-saving surgery and medical treatment 
that are inaccessible in their home area.13 

1 “Root Cause Analysis,” Washington State Department of Enterprise Services, http://www.des.wa.gov/services/risk-management/
about-risk-management/enterprise-risk-management/root-cause-analysis 

2 “Asylum,” USCIS https://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/refugees-asylum/asylum 

3 “Quick Facts: What You Need To Know About The Syria Crisis,” Mercy Corps (2016) https://www.mercycorps.org/articles/
iraq-jordan-lebanon-syria-turkey/quick-facts-what-you-need-know-about-syria-crisis  

4 Danielle Renwick, “Central America’s Violent Northern Triangle,” Council of Foreign Relations (2016) http://www.cfr.org/
transnational-crime/central-americas-violent-northern-triangle/p37286 

5 Massey, Douglas S. Economic Development and International Migration in Comparative Perspective.”  Population and 
Development Review, vol. 14.3 (1988) http://www.jstor.org/stable/1972195?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents 

6 Jones, C. Richard. “Harbingers of Migration Regression: Global Trends and a Mexican Case Study.” Social Science Quarterly, vol. 
97.2 (June 2016) pp. 293-310.  http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ssqu.12172/abstract 

7 “What Is Forced Migration?” Forced Migration Online (2012) http://www.forcedmigration.org/about/whatisfm 

 8 John Vidal, “El Alto, city of rural migrants whose crops failed when the climate changed,” The Guardian (2011) https://www. 
theguardian.com/global-development/poverty-matters/2011/apr/12/bolivia-crop-failure-climate-change 

9 Oliver Wainwright, “Inside Beijing’s airpocalypse – a city made ‘almost uninhabitable’ by pollution,” The Guardian (2011) https://
www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/dec/16/beijing-airpocalypse-city-almost-uninhabitable-pollution-china 

10 Sam Jones, “Why is Haiti vulnerable to natural hazards and disasters?” The Guardian (2016) https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2016/oct/04/why-is-haiti-vulnerable-to-natural-hazards-and-disasters

11 Mark Fischetti, “Climate Change Hastened Syria’s Civil War,” Scientific American (2015) https://www.scientificamerican.com/
article/climate-change-hastened-the-syrian-war/ 

12 Julia Kent, “First-Time Enrollment of International Graduate Students Continues to Rise,” Council of Graduate Schools (2014) 
http://cgsnet.org/first-time-enrollment-international-graduate-students-continues-rise

13 Randi Druzin, “Crossing the Border for Care,” U.S. News (2016) http://www.usnews.com/news/best-countries/
articles/2016-08-03/canadians-increasingly-come-to-us-for-health-care 

Page 2 Resource courtesy of Justice for Immigrants, a service of the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. Copyright © 2017, USCCB. All rights reserved.



Reflection on Climate Change  
and Environmental StewardshipCATECHETICAL 

 CORNER

What does Genesis 
tell us about our need 
to care for creation?

The following is an excerpt from 
a reflection given by Archbishop 
Thomas G. Wenski of Miami, former 
chairman, Committee on Domestic 
Justice and Human Development 
for the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops. 

The book of Genesis is 
meant to draw us into 
God’s creative activity. 

We should reflect on the Holy 
Spirit moving mightily over the 
waters, and God setting into 
motion powerful and dynamic 
effects; from nothing—an idea 
we can’t even grasp—comes a 
great tidal wave of activity, an 
unfathomable but ordered, clearly 
ordered, creation. What must that 
have looked like, this incredible 
masterwork of motion and forma-
tion? Perhaps we will be granted a 
glimpse of it in the life hereafter. 

The inspired Word found in 
Genesis should capture our atten-
tion on another point, too. As 
God ordered creation, set into 
motion the laws of nature and 
adorned the universe with diverse 
and stunning species, he made 
our first parents out of the very 
earth he would set them over as 
caretakers. Genesis 2:7 tells us 
that God formed Adam “out of 
the dust of the ground.” Adam’s 
body was intimately connected 

with the Earth. Though God was 
capable of making him from noth-
ing, he chose to use the materials 
that he had already created as 
part of his earlier work to make 
the first human being. What 
should strike us about God’s 
choice here is that he intended 
a clear intertwining and inter-
connectedness of our physical 
well-being and the condition of 
the environment from which we 
were formed. This foundational 
concept ties our care for the 
world to our first moments in 
history, and we ought not neglect 
that our responsibilities originate 
here, at the dawn of time. 

Our contemplation must not stop 
at this point, of course. Adam 
and Eve were not simply created 
things among many others. When 
God breathed the breath of life, 
something of his own spirit, 
into them, we learn that human 
beings, unlike other things, were 

“made in [his] image, after [his] 
likeness” (Gen 1:26). It is not by 
accident that scripture points us 
to a set-apart mode of creation, 
to an aspect of the human per-
son that is exalted in the created 
order. When Adam and Eve were 
placed in the center of the gar-
den, God saw that his work was 
very good, indeed. 

Lest we doubt this, God provides 
us with a great charge, the basis 
for our understanding of our 
role in caring for what has been 
entrusted to us: 

“. . . let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and 
over the birds of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the 
earth, and over every creep-
ing thing that creeps upon the 
earth.” So God created man in 
his own image, in the image 
of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. 

1



CATECHETICAL 
 CORNER

At that moment we began to 
wrestle with concepts of stew-
ardship and dominion. Human 
beings contended with the careful 
balance of developing the gifts 
of the natural order for human 
thriving with the preservation 
and protection of those gifts in 
responsible ways for the good of 
all people and future generations.
 
These themes are as important 
for us as they were for Adam 
and Eve, perhaps more so given 
the dimness with which we see 
our place in God’s plan after the 
Fall. In our work for an authen-
tic stewardship of the earth, we 
must balance these key concepts 
rooted in our religious belief, in 
particular stewardship, dominion, 
and human ecology. 

Stewardship can seem an elusive 
term these days. For the Catholic, 
it often evokes uncomfortable 
images of the collection basket 
and the bishop’s annual appeal. 
Still, we really must understand 
the ecological stewardship God 
intends for us in order to make 
our work meaningful. We con-
nect with my earlier point that 
the Church cares about these 
matters precisely because the 
human person and his proper end 
are in the balance. 

Stewardship implies a commis-
sion to care for something that 

is not our own. For every gift 
we receive, be it intellectual, 
physical, environmental, we are 
charged to look after it for the 
good of another. Primarily, all 
is a gift from God, for his glory 
and honor; we steward all on 
his behalf. Secondarily, the gifts 
entrusted to our care are for the 
good of human beings accord-
ing to God’s plan, to be culti-
vated and used responsibly for 
the development of the human 
person toward his eternal reward. 

A critical misunderstanding that 
can take our stewardship of any 
gift astray is the idea that the 
thing stewarded is nurtured for its 
own sake. In the case of money, 
focus on wealth for wealth’s 
sake has wrought evils, individ-
ual and communal, throughout 
the history of mankind, including 
poverty that cries out to God for 
justice. The same is true of power 
in public affairs. If not used for the 

common good, those governed 
typically pay the heavy price for 
the pursuit of unbridled power. 

For our natural environment, we 
must resist any idea that the 
goods of the earth inhabit some 
disordered place above and apart 
from the human race. When we 
begin to see human beings as 
blight, as a force to be resisted 
rather than nurtured by our care 
of the environment, then we 
have upended God’s plan and 
his purpose in placing us at the 
center of his earthly creative 
action. Human beings may act 
in ways that critically wound our 
natural ecology, and we must 
combat these approaches. By 
placing nature above the good 
of the human person, however, 
we risk abandoning the project 
of changing hearts toward some-
thing greater. 

Our stewardship should always 
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“In our work for an  
authentic stewardship of the 
earth, we must balance these 
key concepts rooted in our 
religious belief, in particular 
stewardship, dominion, and 
human ecology.”



seek out the divine reflection that 
dwells in us. God calls us to a par-
ticular balance; any good stew-
ard endeavors to act, as closely 
as possible, as his or her master 
would act in his place, at least 
if the steward hopes to keep his 
job. Pope Francis, in his General 
Audience of May 21 of this year, 
expressed it well: “Creation is not 
some possession that we can 
lord over for our own pleasure; 
nor, even less, is it the property 
of only some people, the few: 
creation is a gift, it is the mar-
velous gift that God has given 
us, so that we will take care of 
it and harness it for the benefit 
of all, always with great respect 
and gratitude.”
 
In this balance, dominion over 
the earth is not reckless devel-
opment, but calls us most pro-
foundly to responsible cultiva-
tion for the good of all. You and 
I should marvel that our Almighty 
God chose us to be “co-creators,” 
to be the means by which the raw 
resources found around us may 
be gathered together, nurtured 

and harnessed for the benefit 
of everybody. Of all the earthly 
creatures, only we have this clear 
role. The Catechism reflects on the 
magnitude of this relationship: 

To human beings God even gives 
the power of freely sharing in 
his providence by entrusting 
them with the responsibility 
of “subduing” the earth and 
having dominion over it. God 
thus enables men to be intel-
ligent and free causes in order 
to complete the work of cre-
ation, to perfect its harmony 
for their own good and that of 
their neighbors. Though often 
unconscious collaborators with 
God’s will, they can also enter 

deliberately into the divine plan 
by their actions, their prayers 
and their sufferings. They then 
fully become “God’s fellow 
workers” and coworkers for 
his kingdom (CCC, 307). 

In Genesis, God points out to 
Adam and Eve the seed-producing 
plant and fruit-producing tree, 
also with its seeds. Humans are to 
employ work, which they did not 
mind so much before the Fall, to 
help the things of creation reach 
greater levels of perfection for 
the benefit of the human race. 
It is true that this task became 
more difficult after we left the 
Garden, and that, even now, we 
are tempted by inclinations that 
cause us to devastate the rich-
ness of creation and squander 
the gifts meant to provide for 
our well-being. With grace and 
a view toward our proper duties 
as stewards of the dynamic trea-
sures in our care, we can meet 
our responsibilities with joy and 
balance.

“Our steward-
ship should 
always seek 

out the divine 
reflection that 
dwells in us.”

3

Source: Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski, “Climate Change and Environmental Stewardship,” Origins 
(Washington, DC: USCCB–CNS, 2014), Volume 44, Issue 23 (Nov. 6, 2014), 385-389.

The full text of Archbishop Wenski’s reflection is available online at http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-
action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/environmental-justice-program/upload/Archbishop-Wenski-
Reflection-on-Environmental-Stewardship-and-Climate-Change.pdf. 
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Introduction
Catholic Climate Covenant’s Earth Day program calls upon us to live more faithfully and justly with all 
creation. This year, we focus specifically on how our overuse of single-use disposable plastics contributes 
to what Pope Francis calls “the throwaway culture.” 

This program guide contains everything you need to host an event. This program may be used by a parish, 
school, youth group, university, religious community, or other group that is interested in exploring how we 
as Catholics can work individually and collectively to move beyond a throwaway culture.

Thank You!
Your work as an event host is critically important. You are raising awareness of our need to care for Earth 
and help people take real action. You are making a difference. On behalf of creation and vulnerable 
peoples throughout the world, we thank you!

If you have questions about this program, please contact info@catholicclimatecovenant.org.

Earth Day
April 22, 2018 marks the 48th anniversary of Earth Day, a secular celebration that many faith communities 
have incorporated into their annual calendars for awareness and action. Catholic Climate Covenant is 
joining the Earth Day Network‘s campaign to End Plastic Pollution (www.earthday.org/campaigns/plastics-
campaign). From contributing to land and marine pollution to increasing our use of carbon-producing 
fuels, our reliance on single-use plastics has a devastating impact on God’s creation. The good news is 
that we can solve this problem. We can all play a role in reducing plastic pollution and minimizing our 
contribution to what Pope Francis calls “a throwaway culture” by working together as a community.

This one-hour program, focuses on how we contribute, both individually and collectively, to the growing 
problem of single-use plastic. By the end of the hour, we hope you and your community will 
commit to using less disposable plastic and to participating in a months-long challenge to 
reduce single-use plastic. 

Your Responsibilities 
As the event facilitator, you have a few responsibilities to make sure the event runs smoothly. But feel free 
to share responsibilities with others in your community! 

This is YOUR program. If you feel that you would like to adapt it to your particular needs, audience, or 
other factors, please do so. As a facilitator, it is your job to:

• Set a date and time: While the Covenant is producing these materials around a particular date 
(Earth Day, April 22), you should feel free to celebrate Earth Day at any time that is convenient for 
your parish, school, or religious community. The program is designed to last one hour. 

• Find a location: Ask your pastor, parish council, or school principal whether you can use the 
church building as your event location. If that space is not available, you might try your local library, 
recreation center, or civic center. Make sure the location has Internet access and enough chairs for 
everyone.

• Invite people. Make sure your parish or other organization knows about the event. Ask your parish 
administrator or office staff to advertise it via newsletter or bulletin. 

• Keep the event on schedule. Suggested times are included in each section. Set an alarm on your 
phone or watch to ensure that the group’s time is respected.

• Decide how you will guide the group in the Community Action Discussion. You know your 
community and know how best to guide them. 

• Choose volunteers to read the various readings. 

• Ensure you have all the materials needed (see below). 
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What you will need
• Internet service: The event includes a short video (https://youtu.be/-zYE36pcbXs) which can be 

downloaded. It can also be watched directly on YouTube if you have Internet access at the event 
location. 

• Computer and projector: You’ll need a computer and a projector to show the video. Generally, 
computer speakers alone are not loud enough so you should bring a portable speaker to amplify the 
sound that accompanies the video. 

• Copies of handouts (see below)

Handouts
To prepare for your Earth Day event, please make copies of the following:

•  Earth Day 2018 Program Guide (enough for all participants) 
(www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_173270/Earth_Day_2018_Program_Guide) 
The Program Guide has all the readings, prayers, and discussion information for the event.  
The Earth Day program includes 20 minutes for thoughtful consideration of how the group can move 
its commitments forward. 

You will need the following materials for the “discussion” section of the program.

•  Handout A (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_173271/Earth_Day_2018_Handout_A) 
Beyond a Throwaway Culture - Suggested Individual Activities – Distribute this resource to people 
wishing to make personal commitments to move away from a throwaway culture.

•  Handout B (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_173272/Earth_Day_2018_Handout_B) 
For individual action commitment – Laudato Sí/St. Francis Pledge (online: catholicclimatecovenant.
org/pledge). Encourage participants to take the Laudato Sí/St. Francis Pledge. You can print the 
downloadable form or have participants sign online. 

•  Handout C (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_173273/Earth_Day_Handout_C) 
Beyond a Throwaway Culture - Suggested Community Activities  
Have the group take a look at Handout C (http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_
literature_173273/Earth_Day_Handout_C) and decide whether they would like to participate in 
efforts to move beyond a throwaway culture. We hope you do!  
 
NOTE: If your community decides to move beyond a throwaway culture, please register your 
community here and then report back your success here.

•  Handout D (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_151137/CCT_Program_Handout) 
If your community doesn’t already have a Creation Care Team (CCT) (www.catholicclimatecovenant.
org/cct), please print copies of Handout D (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_151137/CCT_
Program_Handout). We encourage you to gather as a CCT to continue creation care activities and to 
help move your community beyond a throwaway culture. 
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Introduction (Read silently before starting the program)

April 22, 2018 marks the 48th anniversary of Earth Day, a secular celebration that many faith communities 
have incorporated into their annual calendars for awareness and action. Catholic Climate Covenant is 
joining the Earth Day Network ‘s campaign to End Plastic Pollution (www.earthday.org/campaigns/plastics-
campaign). From contributing to land and marine pollution to increasing our use of carbon producing 
fuels, our reliance on single-use plastics has a devastating impact on God’s creation. The good news is 
that we can solve this problem. We can all play a role in reducing plastic pollution and minimizing our 
contribution to what Pope Francis calls “a throwaway culture” by working together as a community.

This one-hour program focuses on how we, both individually and collectively, contribute to the growing 
problem of single-use plastic. By the end of the hour, we hope you and your community will 
commit to using less disposable plastic and to participating in a months-long challenge to 
reduce single-use plastic. 

Opening Prayer (1 minute)

Call to Prayer 
Leader: Morning has broken, inviting a creation longing to both be healed and be praised! 

All: We gather to greet the new day by praising God. 

Leader: We are created for relationships: with God, with one another, and with the earth. 

All: Let us honor those relationships today and every day. 

Leader: We seek to care for our common home, the Earth, to heal rather than wound, to treasure rather 
than discard.

All: Let us see that all creation is connected and in need of healing.

Leader: May we commit to new ways of honoring God’s creation as a means of sharing Jesus’ 
transforming Love, 

All: And let us seek God’s grace, justice and mercy for all. 

– Adapted from World Council of Churches, Season of Creation Morning Prayer,  
“A Culture of Relationships That Heals Our Throwaway Culture”

Readings (5 minutes)  
Ask for volunteers to read aloud each of the following:

1.  Isaiah 24:4-6 
The earth dries up and withers, 
the world languishes and withers; 
the heavens languish together with the earth. 
The earth lies polluted 
under its inhabitants; 
for they have transgressed laws, 
violated the statutes, 
broken the everlasting covenant. 
Therefore, a curse devours the earth, 
and its inhabitants suffer for their guilt; 
therefore the inhabitants of the earth dwindled, 
and few people are left.

2. “The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth.”  
   - Laudato Sí 21, Pope Francis
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3. “The culture of selfishness and individualism that often prevails in our society is not ... what builds 
up and leads to a more habitable world: rather, it is the culture of solidarity that does so. We must 
never allow the throwaway culture to enter our hearts, because we are brothers and sisters. No one is 
disposable! [….] I would therefore like us all to make the serious commitment to respect and care for 
creation, to pay attention to every person, to combat the culture of waste and of throwing out  
so as to foster a culture of solidarity and encounter”. (Papal addresses on July 25 and June 5, 2013, 
Pope Francis)

4. “Currently about 300 million tons of plastic are produced each year to make bags, bottles, packages, 
and other commodities for people all over the world. Unfortunately, only about ten percent of this 
plastic is properly recycled and reused. The rest ends up as waste in landfills or as litter in our natural 
environment, where it leaches dangerous chemicals into the nearby soil and water, endangering 
humans and wildlife alike.” - Earth Day Network website

Group Discussion
Question: What do we throw away? (5 minutes) 
Discuss with your neighbor (groups of two or three):

1. What do the readings lead you to think about our “throwaway culture” and our responsibility to care 
for all of God’s creation?

2. List some things that are “thrown out” and seen as disposable by our society. How do you see your 
community (parish, school, religious community) being part of our society’s “culture of waste”?

Let us watch this short video to begin to understand the issue of disposable plastic.

VIDEO (10 minutes)

https://youtu.be/-zYE36pcbXs

Take Action (20 minutes)

In the next 20 minutes you have the opportunity to pledge to reduce your reliance on single-use plastics 
and to minimize plastic pollution. We can do this both as individuals and as a community. 

1. Individual Action (10 minutes)  
Commit to examining how you and your family can move away from a throwaway culture. Handout 
A has information and easy tips to get you started. Making any of the suggested lifestyle changes 
is a great step towards changing our throwaway culture. Share the information with family and 
friends. Consider signing the Laudato Si’/St. Francis Pledge (Handout B www.catholicclimatecovenant.
org/_literature_173272/Earth_Day_2018_Handout_B and online: www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/
pledge) and committing to care for our Common Home – the Earth.

2. Community Action (10 minutes)  
Use this time to discuss and brainstorm what your community (parish, school, religious community) 
can do TOGETHER to reduce plastic pollution.

We invite you to join other Catholics in moving beyond a throwaway culture. 

Our actions can be as simple as committing to educate community members as to how we must be 
conscious of our throwaway habits, or we could organize a more elaborate community-wide disposable 
plastics reduction program. It’s your choice! See: Handout C (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_
literature_173273/Earth_Day_Handout_C) for ideas for collective action.

Are you ready to answer Pope Francis’ call? Commit to meet again as a group to plan/design your 
community’s participation in activities to move beyond a throwaway culture. 
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Together, as a Catholic community, we can make a difference!

Thank you for participating in this Earth Day program! This program is a beginning. We hope you 
and your community will continue to work with us to reduce plastic pollution and move us beyond a 
throwaway culture - Catholic Climate Covenant

Closing Prayer (5 minutes)

The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, 
it is even beyond our vision. 
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction 
of the magnificent enterprise that is God’s work. 
.... [Our work] may be incomplete, 
but it is a beginning, a step along the way, 
an opportunity for the Lord’s grace to enter and do the rest. 
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference 
between the master builder and the worker. 
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs. 
We are prophets of a future not our own.  -Archbishop Oscar Romero

Optional Hymn
City of God or All the Ends of the Earth
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HANDOUT A
Suggested Individual Beyond a Throwaway Culture Activities 

These are ideas that you and your family can pledge to do in response to Pope Francis’ call for us to 
“counteract the throwaway culture which affects the entire planet.”

• Refuse/say NO to disposable plastic whenever and wherever possible. Choose items that are not 
packaged in plastic, and carry your own bags, containers and utensils. Say, “no straw, please.”

• Reuse durable, non-toxic straws, utensils, to-go containers, bottles, 
bags, and other everyday items. Choose glass, paper, stainless steel, 
wood, ceramic and bamboo over plastic. 

• Reduce your plastic footprint. Cut down on your consumption 
of goods that contain excessive plastic packaging and parts. If 
it will leave behind plastic trash, don’t buy it. 

• Recycle what you can’t refuse, reduce or reuse. Pay attention 
to the entire life cycle of items you bring into your life, from 
source to manufacturing to distribution to disposal.

• Participate in a beach, stream, river, park, road cleanup.

• Support local bans on single-use plastic bags and Styrofoam.

• Avoid microbeads: Tiny plastic particles, called “microbeads,” are a growing source of ocean 
plastic pollution. Microbeads are found in some face scrubs, toothpastes, and body washes, and 
they readily enter our oceans and waterways through our sewer systems. Avoid products containing 
plastic microbeads by looking for “polythelene” and “polypropylene” on the ingredient labels of your 
cosmetic products.
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HANDOUT B 
Laudato Sí/St. Francis Pledge

www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_168734/FOSF_2017-_Pledge_Signup_Sheet

http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/_literature_168734/FOSF_2017-_Pledge_Signup_Sheet
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HANDOUT C
Collective Action to Move Us Beyond a Throwaway Culture

“Our industrial system, at the end of its cycle of production and consumption, has not yet 
developed the capacity to absorb and reuse waste and by-products. We have not yet managed 
to adopt a circular model of production capable of preserving resources for present and future 
generations, while limiting as much as possible the use of non-renewable resources, moderating 
their consumption, maximizing their efficient use, reusing and recycling them. A serious 
consideration of this issue would be one way of counteracting the throwaway culture which 
affects the entire planet.” Pope Francis, Laudato Sí 22

What is The Beyond a Throwaway Culture Project?
It’s an exciting community-wide creation care opportunity to begin to shift our culture from one that 
carelessly wastes God’s gifts to one that that values all people and creation. If your community decides 
to take on this “plastic challenge,” you’ll be taking a giant step towards counteracting our throwaway 
culture.

How can my community participate?
1. Schedule a meeting of those interested to participate in the challenge and 

brainstorm which activity you would like to take on as a community. 

2. Choose one of the suggested activities below, or brainstorm how 
your community can reduce the use of disposable plastics. Your 
community is unique. You are the experts about what you can do 
to reduce single-use plastics in your parish, school, or religious 
community. You decide what type of program fits your 
community! 

3.  Sign up! (catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/
earthday18throwawayculturecommunitysignup) Your community 
signs up online as a challenge participant here. Your group will need 
to agree upon an activity or activities to reduce your use of disposable 
plastics, and decide how you will measure your results (number of 
participants, amount of plastic use reduced, a waste audit before the 
challenge and one after the challenge, etc.). Groups that sign up will receive 
regular tips, information, and resources to help you in your efforts.

4. Time: You have between April 22nd and the Season of Creation (Sept. 1st - Oct. 4th) to act on your 
challenge. Note: All report backs are to be sent to us no later than Sept. 30th)

5. Report the results of your challenge to Catholic Climate Covenant using this online form 
(catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/earthday18throwawayculturecommunitysignupcopy1). You 
have until Sept. 30th to report back on the results of your community’s plastic challenge.

6. During the Season of Creation (Sept. 1st-October 4th), Catholic Climate Covenant will promote 
your community’s challenge results through our website and social media. All challenge participants 
will receive a “Beyond a Throwaway Culture” certificate (sent via email). On Oct. 4th, we will tally 
all the reported data and let the world know what the U.S. Catholic community is doing to reduce 
throwaway culture and plastic pollution.

NOTE: If your community does not already have a Creation Care Team (CCT), consider creating one and 
registering here (www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/cct). CCTs receive monthly tips and resources to guide 
your creation care work.
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Community Challenge Ideas
• Conduct a Plastic Audit (http://www.plasticfreejuly.org/bin-audit.html) to find out how much plastic 

you are throwing away. Then at the end of the challenge, conduct another one and compare the 
results. 

• Pledge to remove all single-use plastics from your parish, school, or religious community by a certain 
date. Think about alternatives to plastic dinnerware (cups, plates, knives, spoons, and forks), and 
disposable plastic bottles. Find biodegradable or washable substitutes. Estimate how much plastic you 
have avoided.

• Coffee cups: If your church serves coffee in the lobby on Sundays, encourage the congregation to 
start bringing their own non-disposable cups. Have a “mug drive” and encourage everyone to donate 
one of their extras. Setting out the mugs on the table next to the coffee pot is a good way to reduce 
paper and plastic waste. How many plastic disposables have you kept out of the landfill or away from 
streams?

• Attempt to refuse single-use plastic, such as plastic shopping bags, plastic cups, straws, plastic 
packaging (anything that’s intended to be used only once and then discarded). Try the TOP 4 
challenge (refusing plastic bags, bottles, takeaway coffee cups & straws). Pledge to do this for 
a period of time (summer, a month, a week) and find ways to measure how much plastic your 
community reduces during that time. 

• Does your community use plastic disposable bags while shopping? 
Initiate a local public information campaign to help people 
understand the threat that the planet faces due to plastic 
pollution. Advocate for a plastic bag ban in your community. 
Perhaps you can sell reusable cloth bags with your community’s 
logo and Laudato Sí quote emblazoned on the sides. 

• Plan a beach, stream, or park cleanup. Estimate the amount of 
plastic you remove from the environment. 

• Refuse “Styrofoam” (polystyrene) food and drink containers.  
Advocate for a Styrofoam ban in your community.

• Promote the Beyond a Throwaway Culture Project with weekly tips 
in your bulletins, on a bulletin board, or newsletters. 

• Get buy-in with your community by finding a common project to work on and then promote that 
one. Be creative! 

• Incorporate creation care into your worship experiences during your community’s challenge. Check 
out the Covenant’s website for worship/prayer resources. 

• Remember to estimate the amount of plastic reduction you accomplish and report back 
(catholicclimatecovenant.salsalabs.org/earthday18throwawayculturecommunitysignupcopy1) to 
Catholic Climate Covenant by Sept. 30, 2018!
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