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In mid-June in Ohio, hundreds of migrant workers were 
arrested in two separate ICE raids and detained. 
 
What if a raid on migrants were to happen here? It is not 
as unlikely as you may think. 
 
Many Oregon migrants have children and are members of 
our parish communities. Catholics do not break up 
families. Catholics do not stand idle while brother and 
sister parishioners disappear from the pews. 
 
The Catholic Church consistently stands for family unity, 
which is the cornerstone of American Immigration and a 
foundational element of Catholic teaching.  
 
Here's how you can help: 
 
Center for Immigration Defense 
As one of Oregon’s leading nonprofit social service agencies, Catholic Charities feels the effects of local 
and statewide detainments and deportations. Calls from individuals and families seeking immigration 
legal services have spiked to an average of 550 per month since February 2017, far outweighing its 
capacity to respond to each individual’s unique set of circumstances.  
 
Its Immigration Legal Services team’s current ability to assume new cases and/or offer case management 
services averages just under 25 per month, while the number of cases they have had to refer out to other 
legal service agencies has doubled to an average of 60 per month. Yet, for immigrants who have no other 
criminal records aside from entering the country illegally, legal representation is the single most 
important factor in determining whether they will win or lose their case. 
 
Are you an Immigration Attorney? Access to low-cost and pro bono legal services are essential for 
immigrant families facing increased risk of deportation. By providing access to these services, Catholic 
Charities increases the likelihood of an individual not being deported while considerably lowering the risk 
of family separation and the subsequent exposure to trauma. Volunteer! 
 
Donate to the Center for Immigration Defense of Catholic Charities with legal expenses. 
Without the generosity of donors, Catholic Charities would not be able to support the critical services 
offered by the Center for Immigration Defense. The support of our community is instrumental in the 
success of all of our clients. DONATE 
 
Contact your legislators. We ask that you call legislators or write to them. Let them know that there are 
compassionate ways to respond to undocumented immigrants, including comprehensive immigration 
reform.  
 
Pray for the families impacted by this tragedy, those assisting them, the lawyers and for our legislators to 
address immigration reform.  
 

https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/volunteer/
https://www.classy.org/checkout/donation?eid=142904

