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Homily Hints 
“The family is the first place where 
we learn to become human, it is the 
‘cradle of life and love’ (Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 
209). As a result it is, on the one 
hand, our primary experience of 
community and, on the other, 
‘the first and vital cell of society’ 
(Compendium, 211). This places it 
at the heart of social life, such that 
participation in family life and society 
go hand in hand.”

“The first setting 
in which faith 
enlightens the 
human city is 
the family” (Pope 
Francis, Lumen  
Fidei, no. 52).

“Every threat to the 
family is a threat to 
society itself. The 
future of humanity, 

as Saint John Paul II often said, 
passes through the family (cf. St. 
John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio, 85). 
The future passes through the family. 
So protect your families! Protect your 
families! See in them your country’s 
greatest treasure and nourish them 
always by prayer and the grace of the 
sacraments” (Pope Francis, Address 
at Meeting with Families at the Mall 
of Asia Arena). 
 
Scriptural Foundation 
”But the most beautiful thing God 
made—so the Bible tells us—was the 
family. He created man and woman. 

And he gave them everything. He 
entrusted the world to them: ‘Grow, 
multiply, cultivate the earth, make it 
bear fruit, let it grow.’ All the love he 
put into that marvelous creation, he 
entrusted to a family” (cf. GN 1:28) 
 
Prayer Intentions 
That we encourage and heal families 
and inspire Catholics to embrace the 
sacrament of matrimony—

we pray to the Lord.

That our elected officials make the 
advancement of healthy family life 
a central strategy for combatting 
poverty—

we pray to the Lord.

That we reach out and accompany 
struggling or broken families with the 
mercy and healing power of Christ—

we pray to the Lord.

That the Church invites and forms 
Catholic youth and young adults to 
embrace the vocation of lifelong, 
sacramental marriage—

we pray to the Lord. 
 
Work of Mercy 
Bear Patiently Those Who Do Us Ill »

God is patient with us. Let us ask 
for the grace to have that kind of 
patience with our families. 
 

Catholic Social Teaching 

“The family is the original cell of social 
life. … Family life is an initiation into 

life in society” 

-Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2207

https://ljp.archdpdx.org/bear-patiently-with-those-who-do-us-ill


Action 
Accompany Empowering individuals 
and families with the tools they 
need to take control of their financial 
future is a fundamental focus of 
Catholic Charities’ Family Success 
Center. Seeing our clients as partners, 
Catholic Charities provides a variety 
of critical resources to our families 
as they journey toward financial 
success: emergency financial and 
resource assistance, tailored financial 
education, credit repair, coaching, 
and savings programs.  Volunteer »

Learn Visit the Archdiocesan 
Office of Marriage and Family Life »

Advocate Recognize the sanctity 
of families and continue to protect 
children by providing a path to 
citizenship for these youths.  
Act now and learn more »

Donate Without the generosity of 
donors, Catholic Charities would not 
be able to support the life-changing 
services offered by the Family 
Success Center. Donate Here » 
 
For the Bulletin 
Gathering together in faith 
communities of six-eight people (or 
Small Groups) provide fertile ground 
for trust, support, encouragement, 
and faith. This is not difficult to do. 

Who are two or three couples or 
families in your life already that you 
can intentionally gather to deepen 
friendship and grow in faith? Never 
been in a small group—no problem. 
Check out the resources here to get 
started: famlife.archdpdx.org/small-
groups » 
 
Prayer to the Holy Family  
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we 
contemplate the splendor of true 
love; to you we turn with trust. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that 
our families too may be places of 
communion and prayer, authentic 
schools of the Gospel and small 
domestic churches. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, may families 
never again experience violence, 
rejection and division; may all who 
have been hurt or scandalized find 
ready comfort and healing. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, make us 
once more mindful of the sacredness 
and inviolability of the family, and its 
beauty in God’s plan. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, Graciously 
hear our prayer. 

Amen.

March 19  is the Feast Day of  
St. Joseph, patron of families

http://famlife.archdpdx.org/family-life
https://ljp.archdpdx.org/advocate
https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/economic-empowerment/#1503510298207-0540a525-fbf6
https://famlife.archdpdx.org/small-groups
https://famlife.archdpdx.org/small-groups

