
Catholic Social Teachings
THE PRINCIPLE OF THE COMMON GOOD

Scriptural Reference 
“To each individual the manifestation of the 
Spirit is given for the common good”  
(1 COR 12:7). 
 
Homily Hints 
You do not find the words “I,” “me,” or “mine” in 
the Our Father, only “our,” “us” and “we.” The 
language of community stands out: our, us, we. 
In almost every line, Jesus teaches us to pray in 
the plural, not in the singular.

“To love someone is to desire that person’s good 
and to take effective steps to secure it. Besides 
the good of the individual, there is the good that 
is linked to living in society: the common good. It 
is the good of “all of us”, made up of individuals, 
families and intermediate groups who together 

constitute society. … To desire the common good 
and strive towards it is a requirement of justice 
and charity.” Pope Benedict XVI

“Underlying the principle of the common good is 
respect for the human person as such, endowed 
with basic and inalienable rights ordered to his 
or her integral development. … The common 
good calls for social peace, the stability and 
security provided by a certain order which 
cannot be achieved without particular concern 
for distributive justice. … Society as a whole, and 
the state in particular, are obliged to defend and 
promote the common good.” Pope Francis

“It is imperative that no one... would indulge 
in a merely individualistic morality. The best 
way to fulfill one’s obligations of justice and 
love is to contribute to the common good 
according to one’s means and the needs of 
others, and also to promote and help public and 
private organizations devoted to bettering the 
conditions of life.” Gaudium et Spes 
 
Prayer Intentions

For the grace to recognize that we do not live 
alone but in community, and together we share 
a common morality—Let us pray to the Lord... 
 
For all people: 

May the Lord motivate and inspire our actions, 
that we might contribute to building up a 
culture that cherishes each person’s life 
—Let us pray to the Lord... 
 
For all people: 

That each may contribute to the common good 
and to the building of a society that places the 
human person at the center—Let us pray to  
the Lord… 
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3nd Principle of Catholic  
Social Teaching

“The human person is essentially a 
social being. On coming into this 
world, we are not equipped with 
everything we need for developing 
bodily and spiritual life. We need 
others. We live, work, and worship 
with others. Because our lives 
are lived with others, our human 
rights are realized in community, 
and we all must work together, 
across generational and economic 
lines, for the sake of the common 
good, for the general welfare of 
the entire human family.” 
U.S. Catholic Bishops



Work of Mercy  
Works of Mercy 
The mission of the corporal and spiritual works  
of mercy is to “serve, accompany and defend.” 
 
Learn 
Where do your clothes come from - the kinds 
of working conditions that are involved with the 
products you wear? Are we “unclothing” someone 
in order to clothe ourselves? 
 
Act 
Avoid the temptation of pornography. 
Pornography is a grave sin against human 
dignity. It dehumanizes the persons depicted, 
making them into objects of use.  
 
Accompany 
“’Bury the Dead’ calls us to treat the dead ‘with 
respect and charity, in faith and hope of the 
Resurrection’” (CCC). This includes those who 
have faced and fled from the prospect of 
death: 

 • Refugees fleeing religious persecution 
 • Refugees escaping violence 
 • Refugees fleeing their homes because  
  of deteriorating environmental conditions 
 
Bulletin Reflection 
The Principle of the Common Good is one of the 
four permanent principles of the Church’s social 
doctrine: When considering the impact on man, 
our faith demands that we consider not just the 
impact on the people important to us, but to all 
people, including the widows and the poor. Ask 
not what is best for me but what is best for all.  
 

Prayer: Every Life is Worth Living

God of love, show us our place in this world

as channels of your love

for all the creatures of this earth,

for not one of them is forgotten in your sight.

Enlighten those who possess power and money

that they may avoid the sin of indifference,

that they may love the common good, advance 
the weak, 

and care for this world in which we live.

The poor and the earth are crying out.

O Lord, seize us with your power and light, 

help us to protect all life,

to prepare for a better future,

for the coming of your Kingdom

of justice, peace, love and beauty.

Praise be to you!

Amen
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