
Catholic Social Teachings
THE PRINCIPLE OF PARTICIPATION 

Scriptural Reference 
“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another as good stewards of God’s varied 
grace” 1Peter 4:10. 
 
Homily Hints 
“The lay faithful are never to relinquish their 
participation in ‘public life’, that is, in the 
many different economic, social, legislative, 
administrative and cultural areas, which 
are intended to promote organically and 
institutionally the common good.”  
St. John Paul II, Christifideles laici, 42 
 

All people have the right to participate in the 
economic, political, and cultural life of society. 
It is a fundamental demand of justice and a 
requirement for human dignity that all people 
be assured a minimum level of participation 
in the community. Conversely, it is wrong for a 
person or a group to be excluded unfairly or to 
be unable to participate in society.

“None of us can say, ‘I have nothing to do with 
this, they govern.’ ... No, no, I am responsible 
for their governance, and I have to do the best 
so that they govern well, and I have to do my 
best by participating in politics according to my 
ability. Politics, according to the Social Doctrine 
of the Church, is one of the highest forms of 
charity, because it serves the common good. I 
cannot wash my hands, eh? We all have to give 
something!” Pope Francis

“The overcoming of cultural, juridical and social 
obstacles that often constitutes real barriers 
to the shared participation of citizens in the 
destiny of their communities’ calls for work 
in the areas of information and education.” 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Church, 191 
 
Prayer Intentions

For those faced with obstacles to their just 
participation in society—Let us pray to the Lord...

That as individuals and communities, we 
realize our obligation to use our gifts in the just 
ordering of society—Let us pray to the Lord...

As we enter a year of national, state and local 
elections, that, as far as possible, we citizens take 
an active part in the political life of society— 
Let us pray to the Lord…
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9th Principle of Catholic  
Social Teaching

“It is necessary that all 
participate, each according 
to his position and role, in 
promoting the common 
good. This obligation is 
inherent in the dignity of the 
human person. Participation 
is achieved first of all by 
taking charge of the areas for 
which one assumes personal 
responsibility…. As far as 
possible, citizens should take 
an active part in public life.” 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1913-1915



Work of Mercy  
Live the Works of Mercy Living out the works  
of mercy moves us to lift our voices and prayers 
on behalf of the voiceless. We can turn to Mary, 
the Mother of Mercy, who shows us what it 
means to truly serve, accompany and defend  
in perfect charity. 
 
Evangelize 
At Confirmation, we recommit to participate in 
the Church’s work and mission. Sealed with the 
gift of the Spirit at Confirmation prepares us to 
be active participants in the Church’s mission 
and to bear witness to the Christian faith in 
words accompanied by deeds. USCCB 
 
Donate 
The belief that those who are directly affected 
by unjust systems and structures have the best 
insight into knowing how to change them is 
central to the U.S. Bishops’ Catholic Campaign 
for Human Development. CCHD works to break 
the cycle of poverty by helping low-income 
people participate in decisions that affect their 
lives, families and communities. CCHD offers a 
hand up, not a hand out. See who was funded 
in 2019. 
 
Act 
Attend your next School Board meeting. 
 
Bulletin Reflection 
The Principle of Participation is one of the 
four defining principles of the Church’s social 
doctrine: “An authentic faith—which is never 
comfortable or completely personal—always 
involves a deep desire to change the world, to 
transmit values, to leave this earth somehow 

better that we found it. … All Christians, their 
pastors included, are called to show concern for 
the building of a better world.” Pope Francis 
 
Help Us Build Communities  
in God’s Vision of Justice

Holy Spirit, We praise and thank you!

You anoint us to 
     bring glad tidings to the poor 
     proclaim liberty to captives 
     recover sight for the blind 
     free the oppressed 
     and build communities in keeping 
     with God’s vision of justice.

Show us how to be 
     light of the world 
     salt of the earth 
     seeds that sprout love 
     and leaven that infuses humanity 
     with the desire to promote 
     human dignity and solidarity.

Help us to listen so that 
     those in poverty can lead our efforts to 
     proclaim a more hopeful vision 
     liberate captives from injustice 
     heal the blindness of the powerful 
     free us all from self-centeredness 
     and build community to overcome poverty.

Amen.
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The Principle of Family
Next Issue...

https://pastoralministry.archdpdx.org/works-of-mercy
https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/News/Local/Article/WATCH-Getting-at-poverty-s-roots/2/35/38238?s=1
https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/News/Local/Article/WATCH-Getting-at-poverty-s-roots/2/35/38238?s=1

