
Praised be Jesus Christ! 

27th July 2022 

Dear Friends, 

“Mary arose and went with haste.” (Lk 1:39) The theme for World Youth Day 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal is one 

of boldness and courage. Pope Saint John Paul II created World Youth Days with the desire for young people to 

feel accompanied by the Church and experience the beauty of its universality. As Mary went with haste to visit 

her cousin Elizabeth, I encourage and invite you to accompany me on our 14-day World Youth Day pilgrimage.   

World Youth Day (WYD) is an opportunity for young people from all over the world to gather and be led in 

worship by Pope Francis. Through prayer, fellowship, and the sacraments young people can experience the 

universality and beauty of our Catholic faith.  

A pilgrimage is a spiritual journey that invites us, like Mary, to be bold and listen to the call the Lord has placed 

on our hearts. No matter our age we are called to be witness to the Gospel and share this good news. Let us act 

with urgency in proclaiming the Gospel. May our hearts be transformed by the Gospel and may we act without 

hesitation is sharing the joy it brings.  

World Youth Day is an opportunity for encounter with our Lord and transformation of our hearts. The 

Truth and message of the Gospel is one that leads us to respond to the call Christ has placed on our hearts. Will 

we choose to live radically and say “yes” to this call? Will we allow Christ to transform our life? If you’re a 

young adult of the Archdiocese, will you choose to follow Christ without hesitation and courageously share the 

Gospel?  

To my fellow priests and parish leaders, I invite you to share this invitation with the young adults in your 

communities. Please encourage, pray and accompany our young people. Consider also inviting the parish to 

offer their support, including financially.  

Your “yes” to Christ and decision to join the Archdiocese on this pilgrimage is one that will have a lasting mark 

on your heart and life. Your decision to live witness to the Gospel is how a generation and generations to come 

are changed.  

May we pray for a spirit of boldness and courage for the Youth of the Archdiocese of Portland.  

 

Yours sincerely in Christ, 

 

Most Rev. Alexander Sample 

Archbishop of Portland 


